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¢MODERN ENGLISH BIOGRAPHY/'

I read with much pleasure your notice of this
work., It is most satisfactory, when a man devotes
many years to doing something which is for
public use, to find that praise can be given., It
*occurs to me that your readers will like to have a
few notes as to various things that I have observed
in perusing this laborions work, and I also give
some hints for a second edition should omne be
necessary.

Mr. Boase was o aolicitor by profession, but
some years ago he found the profession too dry for
him, and he took to the keepership of old law
books when he became Librarian to the Law
Society, a catalogue of whose library he edited Inst
year. This catalogne isan index to itself, anthors
and subjects in one alphabst, and is not only the
best law catalogue, but I beligye the best cata-
logue of any library ever published.

¢ Modern English Biography ’ has been npwards
of seven years going throogh the press, which will
account for f:nonu who have died in the mean
time, like Matthew Armold, not being included,
and answer the reviewer's objection. The cost of

rinting, binding, correspondence, searches at
'gomemt House and parish registers, and other
.expenses has been about 500L, so that if every

one of the 200 ocopies for sale sells at 30s., there
will not be much remuneration for Mr. ’s
twenty years’ labonr,

The biography contains many more notices than
are included in the.8,000 stated on the title-page ;
for example, under Serjeant Adams (note that in
the early pages this is erroneously spelt ¢‘ser.
geant ”') wo have the dates of the death of six per-
sons besides the subject of the notice.

Most people bave some monument to their
memory, but the first uess of Angleasy lofi a
monument at Waterloo to his leg, for the loss of
which he refused a pension, and saved his oountry
47,0001,

Under “ Applegarth ' we learn that in 1821
some millions of 1/, Bank of England notes were
printied, but never used. Might they not come in
now

Under “W. H. Asharst,” the founder of the
well known firm of solicitors, it is an omission that
no mention is made of his baviog written any-
thing. His son was for many years eolicitor to the
Post Office. In the ‘Handbook of Fictitions
Names ' 1 have erroneously gived his psendonym
as ‘“John” Search, My mistake—which I onlly‘
found to be so some years after from the anthor’s
son—has been copied by Cushing in ¢ Initials and
Peaendonyms,’ )2 335. Under ‘‘ Ashhurst” (so
spelt with two ‘‘ h’s *) there is a cross-reference to
the preudonym, which, however, has been omitted.
Mr. Boase tells us that the Rev. T. Binney wrote
under the pseudonym of *‘ John Search.”

Under ‘* William Bates,” your well-known cor-
respondent, who died in 1884, add that his

ictures and prints were sold at Sotheby's in
anuary, 1887,

Under “ Bendigo,” the celebrated prize-fighter, it
is noted that he was one of three children at a birth.

Of all offences, that for which we find a clergy-
man convicted' in 1813 seems strapgest, for it
could do novody barw. He illegally obtained a
licence for a public-house when no such house was
in existence, and was sentenced to six months’
imprisonment.

Under ¢‘ Edmond Beales ” the Hyde Park riots
might have been mentioned.

ow mapy men have thirty-nine childrep, as
did Beldham, the celebrated cricketer?—twenty-
eight by his first wife.

Thomas Brightwood was also author of a pri-
vately printed ‘Journal of o Toar, &o., through
Belgiom, 1828." Query anonymous?

Urder my late. friend, the Rev. T. A, W,
Buckley, Mr. Boase, who makes guite a specialty
of mentioning where portraits are given, might
have added that his portrait is given twice in his

.$ Adventures of Mr. Sydenham Greenfinch,’ viz.,

on the frontispiece and on qu 83.
Edward Bullen is duly credited with the
authorship of his work on ‘Pleading,’ but it





